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%ay it pleafe your acred Majeftye,

3t fatl) bin my greateft griefe in all thefe
troubles to be taken as a perfon which fHoufd
endeavour to reprefent and fet things amiffe
between your majefty and your people; and
to give counfells tending to the disquict of
the three Ringdomes.

Moft true it is, that this mine ovwne
private condition confidered, it fath beene a
great madneffe, finee througl) your gracious
favour d was {0 provided, as not to expect in
any Kind to mend my fortune, or pleafe my
mind, more, then by refting wiere your
bounteous fands fad placed me.

ARay, it is moft mightily mistaken, for
unto your majefty it is well knowne, my
poore and fjumble advifes conefuded {Hl in
this, that your majefty and your people could
never bee fappy, till there were a right
underftanding betwixt you and them; no
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otfjer means to effect and fettle this
fappineffe, but by the councell, and affent of
parfiament; or to prevent the growing evils
upon this ftate, but by entively putting your
feffe in the {aft vefort, upon the foyalty and
good affections of your Engliff {ubjects.

Yet, fuch is my misfortune, this trutf
findetf fittle credit, the contrary feemetf
generally to be befieed, and myfelfe reputed,
as fometfjing of {eperation between you and
your people; under a fjeavyer cenfure then
which 3 am perfuaded no gentleman can
fuffer.

ARow, J underftand thie minds of men are
motre incenfed againft me, notwitf{tanding
your majefty fas declared, that in your
princefy opinion, 3 am not guifty of treafon,
not are you fatisfyed in your confeience to
paffe the bifl.

Ehis bringetlj me into a very great
ftreight, there is before me the ruine of my



cfjifdren and family fitherto untouchhed, in all
the branchjes of it with any foule crimes.
Bere is before me the many ills, which may
befall your facred perfon, and the whole
kingdome, {hould yourfeffe and parfiament
part {efs fatisficd one with the otfier, then is
neceffary for the prefervation bothy of Ring
and people. Here are before me the things
moft valued, moft feared, by mortal man, (ife
or deatfj.

@o fay, Dir, that there fath not beene a
ftrife in me, were to make me feffe man, then
God knoweth) my infirmitics give me. And
to call a O¢ftruction upon myfef(fe and young
cfjiforen (where the intentions of my fjeart, at
eaft fave beene innocent of this great
offence), may b¢ Helieved, will find no cafic
confent from flefly and Hloud.

But with much) fadneffe, 3 am come to a
refolution, of that which J take to be moft
becoming in me, to (ooke upon that which is



moft principall in itfelf; which doubtlefs is
the profperity of your facred perfon and the
common-wealtf), infinitely before any private
man’s intereft.

And therefore, in few words, as J put
myfelfe wholly upon the fonour and juftice of
my peers, {0 clearly as to befeech your
majefty might fave {pared that declaration of
yours on @aturday (aft, and entirely to fave
eft me to their (ordfhips; o now to fet your
majefty’s confeience at (iberty, d doe moft
flumbly befeee) your majefty, in prevention of
mistakes whiclh may fappen by your refufall
to paffe this 6Ul; and By this meanes remowe
(prayfed 6e God), 3 cannot fay, this accur(ed
(but 3 confeffe) this unfortunate thing forth
of the way, towards that blffed agreement,
wihjich) God, 3 truft hall ever ¢ftablifh
betweene you and your fubjects.

@ir, my confent ffal more acquit you
fjerein to God, then all the world can doe



befides. €o a willing man there is no injury
oone. And as by God’s grace 3 forgive afl
thhe world with a calmneffe and meekneffe of
infinite contentment to my disfodging foule,
fo, &ir, to you can 3 give the (ife of this
worfd with all the cheerfulneffe imaginable; in
the juft acknowledgment of your excecding
favours. And onfy begge that in your
goodneffe, you would vouchfafe to caft your
gracious regard upon my poore fonne, and
fiis three fifters, feffe or more, and no
otfjerwife, then as their (in prefent)
unfortunate fatfjer, may fjereafter appear
more ot (effe guilty of fis deathy.

God fong preferve your Majeftye,
Your Majeftics moft faithful and fumble
Subject and Servant,

Strafford
Cower, 4t May, 1641



THE LETTER

Bernard Burke:

Genealogical History of the Dormant, Abeyant, Forfeited,
and Extinct Peerages of the British Empire,

London 1883 (Reprint Baltimore, Maryland, 1996), p. 576f.

THE PERSONS

Charles I. Stuart, King of England and Scotland:
Born in Dunfermline, November 19th, 1600.
Beheaded in London in front of Whitehall Palace,
January 30th, 1649.

Thomas Wentworth, 1st Earl of Strafford (1640):
Born in London, Chancery Lane, April 13th, 1593.
Beheaded in London on Tower Hill, May 12th, 1641.
Leading Minister to the Crown 1628-1641.

THE PAINTING

Anthonis van Dyck (1599-1641, since 1632 in London):
Thomas Wentworth, 1st Earl of Strafford in Armour (1639).
Oil on Canvas. National Trust, Petworth House, Sussex,
England.

THE TYPE

Set in 17pt “Duc de Berry” and “Frutiger” type by TgX.
August 21, 2000.



